
Emmanuel Church Northwood 
 

Emmanuel is a large, lively Anglican church gathering people from all walks of life from 
Northwood and the surrounding area and has been serving the local community since the 
1890s. In addition to the main church on the High Street we have a church plant, Eastbury 
Church, which meets in a local primary school. 
 
Our Parish is in the Deanery of Harrow, within the Episcopal area of Willesden in the Diocese 
of London. We are an evangelical church connected with the Evangelical Alliance and New 
Wine, and our patron is CPAS. We are seeking to be a church which is fully rooted in the 
teachings of the Bible but also alive in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
We are a family made up of people of all ages and all stages. We believe that God loves us 
so much and cares deeply for us and we want to be a church that shows that love and care 
to our community. 
 
Each Sunday we gather together to celebrate our amazing God and we do this through a   
variety of different worship styles, from traditional services using the organ to                    
contemporary services with a worship band.  
 
Our mission:  
We are a church of missional disciples seeking to love God and love each other; influencing 
our community, city, nation and world with the love of Jesus that we might see His Kingdom 
come. 
 
We believe that God is calling us to be: 

• committed to the Word, the Spirit, prayer and worship 

• a church for our local community; focused on loving, serving and winning those who 
don’t yet know Jesus 

• missional disciples who are bold and courageous, unafraid to take risks and step out in 
faith  

• willing to follow God’s leading and direction and to pay the price of being obedient to his 
call in the use of ourselves, our time and our resources 

 
To do this, we believe that God is calling us to grow deeper, grow younger and grow wider. 

• Growing deeper - in our relationship with God and in our relationship with each other. 
Maintaining the priorities of worship, prayer, bible teaching and openness to the work of 
the Holy Spirit.  

• Growing younger - facing the challenge of declining attendance of under 40s in the UK we 
are committed to placing a special emphasis on trying to reach children, young people 
and their families. 

• Growing wider - in mission and evangelism. Growing as missional disciples taking the 
good news of Jesus and his love and kingdom wherever we go throughout the week. 
Growing in our outreach as a church seeking to love and serve the people who live and 
work in Northwood. 

  



Who we are 

Our key strength lies in our people, who come from a wide variety of church backgrounds, or 
none. Members find friendship and support in the ups and downs of daily life through our 
Sunday services, weekday meetings and our growing network of home groups. 
 

We endeavour to welcome newcomers warmly and encourage our members through love, 
kindness and hospitality. We try our best to make the services and other church events 
relevant, accessible and helpful to everyone. 
 

Emmanuel is home to a variety of worshippers and includes people from over 20 countries. 
We are as much a gathered community as a parish church, with many members living 
outside the parish. 
 

We hold services in traditional, contemporary and informal styles, as well as dedicated 
worship for our children and young people.  
 

We support mission partners in the UK and overseas, as well as running a number of 
activities through the week which are aimed at those in the community who do not 
otherwise come to the church. We recognise the need to be missionaries ourselves, and we 
are beginning to see the impact of this in our neighbourhood. 
  

About Emmanuel Parish 
In the north-west of the London Borough of 
Hillingdon, a few miles south of Watford, 
Northwood is a pleasant and popular 
residential suburb, convenient for the 
many who commute into London on the 
Metropolitan Line (Northwood tube station 
is about 9 minutes’ walk from the church). 
The area is well served by road (M40, M25 
and M1) and is under an hour from 
Heathrow and Luton Airports. 
 
Northwood is home to just over 10,000 
people of varied ages, ethnicities and 
religious backgrounds (figures for 
Northwood from 2011 census): 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5.7% of Northwood residents aged 16–74 are 
unemployed 
64% of people own their own home, with 19.8% 
privately renting 

 
Within the area there are a number of outstanding 
schools, several nursing and residential care homes 
(Emmanuel holds a monthly communion service in 
one, Erskine Hall), shopping areas on Green Lane 
and High Street, and Northwood Headquarters (a 
combined UK and NATO military facility) where 

Emmanuel and Eastbury clergy are involved 
with the chaplaincy. 
There are three other churches of different 
denominations within the parish - St 
Matthew's (RC); St John's (URC); Fairfield 
(Free Evangelical). Just across the parish 
boundary is Oaklands Gate Methodist 
church. There are also two synagogues 
(liberal and orthodox) close to the parish.  
In recent years there has been little 
collaboration between churches or across 
faiths locally - we hope to be part of a 
renewal of such links. 
We have a good relationship with the nearby 
London School of Theology, providing 
placements and mentoring for students. A 
good number of students also attend and 
become involved with Emmanuel. 

 
 

About the church building 

The main church was consecrated in 1903. It 
is a red-brick building with a high,           
wood-beamed ceiling and some stained glass 
windows. In the 1980s a new 2 storey 
frontage was added to the church which 
provided a large entrance area and an upper 
room and kitchen. In 2000 a refurbishment 

was undertaken which provided a raised and reordered chancel as well as a Chapel.  
Emmanuel is not a listed building and is generally in a good state of repair.  
As part of the church complex, Emmanuel’s premises include two reception areas, offices, a 
large church hall, three large and one small meeting rooms, two kitchens, a coffee shop and 
front and back car parks with a total capacity of 18 cars. There is good disabled access to all 
the ground floor areas of the complex. 
The Hall and various other rooms are used for a wide variety of activities, both internal and 
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external, such as Foodbank, Babies and Toddlers, Music Makers, Brownies, Slimming World, 
Bowls and Keep Fit. The main church is also used for concerts and for local school carol 
services. There is potential to use our premises more for both mission-based events and for 
external organisations. 
The church also owns three residential properties in the immediate vicinity of the church.  
At present, the electoral roll of the church is 362. The PCC, which numbers 25 people, is 
made up of elected members along with the clergy, wardens, deanery synod representatives 
and co-opted members. The PCC also oversees the work of (and receives regular reports 
from) the Mission Committee, Property Committee, Risk Committee, Finance Committee 
and HR Committee. The PCC has appointed a Safeguarding Officer to oversee the care of 
children and vulnerable adults at Emmanuel.  
 

Current areas of mission 
Emmanuel has a rich heritage of mission and evangelism in our local community. We are 
actively involved in outreach in a number of different ways including: 
 
Love Northwood 
Love Northwood takes place once a term on a Saturday morning. Members of the church 
gather together to worship, pray and be briefed before going out to the streets around the 
church offering free cookies and gardening or car washing help, plus offering prayer for 
anyone who would like it.  
 
Wednesday Fellowship 
Wednesday Fellowship is our group for seniors. Our afternoon programme aims to provide a 
time of relaxation and enjoyment, with the anticipation of listening to interesting speakers 
or watching a slide presentation of journeys afar or participating in a quiz, craft, or listening 
to musical entertainment. 
 
Schools work 
We are actively involved in a number of different local schools. Our aim is to partner with 
local schools and for our involvement to support and bless what they are doing for our local 
community. This includes involvement leading assemblies and lessons as well as welcoming 
school groups into the church at Harvest, Remembrance, Christmas and Easter. 
 
Community lunch 
On the third Friday of each month we invite our community to lunch. It’s a simple, free lunch 
for anyone in the community who would value the opportunity to make friends in a safe 
space. 
 
Communication Café 
Our most recent initiative, in partnership with Harrow Mencap, our Communication Café is 
for anyone in our community who has communication difficulties. Whether those with 
learning difficulties, Dementia or Alzheimer’s we aim to build relationships as well as giving a 
team from Harrow Mencap the opportunity to learn important skills by cooking lunch. 
  
Youth & Children 



We have a number of different ways that we are seeking to reach out and serve our 
community. Babies & Toddlers (BAT) meets weekly on a Thursday morning where c.50-80 
parents and carers gather in the church premises. On the second Saturday of the month we 
host Who let the Dad’s out aimed at Dad’s with young children. On Friday night’s we have 
Afterhours, our youth club for young people in our community. 
 
Alpha Courses 
For many years Emmanuel has welcomed people to courses to explore Christianity. In the 
last year we’ve held two Alpha Courses, one daytime and one evening course. In the next 
year we are planning on hosting a daytime Alpha, youth Alpha and evening Alpha courses. 
 
Language Café 
The English Language Café benefits people whose native language is not English. Participants 
appreciate structured discussion as a way to improve their ability in the spoken language. 
Meeting on Wednesdays during term time from 10 to 11.30am, we provide coffee and 
biscuits without charge as we present topics and answer questions about English usage and 
British culture. 
 
Coffee Shop 
The Coffee Shop at Emmanuel opened in 1986 and since then we have served breakfast, 
lunch, coffee and sweet treats to the local community in Northwood. We aim to build 
relationship with people in our local community, whether volunteers or customers, by 
providing good food and drinks and a warm welcome. 
 
Foodbank 
We are part of Hillingdon Foodbank which is part of a nationwide network of foodbanks, 
supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across the UK. Every 
Friday 11am-1pm we welcome anyone in crisis and provide a minimum of three days’ 
emergency food, as well as a listening ear and refreshments. 
 

Developing and Inspiring Mission 
Whilst we are already involved in a number of missional activities, our hope and desire is to 
be making an even greater impact in our local community leading to many coming to faith in 
Jesus. Our prayer is for an ordained colleague to come and join our team and to lead and 
develop more opportunities for mission and evangelism across the parish. 
 
However, we know that our greatest resource is the wonderful people who make up 
Emmanuel. We are looking for someone who is able to inspire us, young and old, to be 
witnesses in all of the places where God takes us throughout our weeks. 
 
 
 


